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Phil 201A Core Course in the History of Philosophy: Hegel’s Phenomenology of Spirit
The main focus of the seminar will be on a very close reading of central parts of Hegel's classic Phenomenology of Spirit. Over the course of the term we will read the Introduction, Sense-Certainty, Perception, Force and the Understanding, Self-Certainty, and the Lord-Bondsman chapters, where Hegel develops the core elements of his metaphysics, epistemology, and social philosophy.  By going through a relatively small number of pages of primary text, our primary goal is to gain a very clear understanding of Hegel's notoriously difficult text, but, equally importantly, we will also take into consideration secondary literature on Hegel (e.g., by Pippin, Ameriks, Sedgwick, etc.) and contemporary literature from a broadly analytic perspective that is not explicitly formulated as contributing to understanding Hegel, such as Chisholm's "Problem of the Criterion", Sellars's treatment of the myth of the given, and some contemporary articles on the nature of indexicals, properties, and laws of nature. The course thus promises to help one to learn how to read and understand Hegel's text as well as how to appreciate the contemporary significance of his position and arguments. It presupposes no prior knowledge of Hegel. 
Reading Schedule (subject to change)
April 1
Introduction to the Course 
*Ameriks, Introduction to Cambridge Companion to German Idealism
*Beiser, Ch. 1 of Cambridge Companion to German Idealism
*Thielke, “Who’s Who from Kant to Hegel I & II” (Philosophy Compass)
April 8
Introduction
A. Phenomenology of Spirit, Introduction (46-57)
Watkins, “Hegel’s Introduction to the Phenomenology of Spirit”

B. Phenomenology of Spirit, Introduction, cont.


Ameriks, “Recent Work on Hegel: The Rehabilitation of an Epistemologist?” (PPR)
April 15
Introduction, cont. & Sense-Certainty

#A. Chisholm, “The Problem of the Criterion” (pp. 61-69)

Yong (ch. 1)


B. Phenomenology of Spirit, Sense Certainty (58-66)
April 22
Sense-Certainty, cont.
#A. Sellars, Empiricism and the Philosophy of Mind (I-IV, pp. 127-153)
*Yong (ch. 2)


#B. Soll, ch. 3 (pp. 82-110)
*Evans, The Varieties of Reference, ch. 6 (pp. 143-204)
April 29
Perception

A. Phenomenology of Spirit, Perception (67-79)

B. Phenomenology of Spirit, Perception, cont.


Watkins, “Understanding Force and the Understanding,” A (ca 15 pages)
*Stern, ch. 2 (pp. 51-59)
*Koch, “Sinnliche Gewissheit und Wahrnehmung” (pp. 1-16)
May 6
Perception, cont. & Force and the Underesetanding
#A. Dickie, “The Generality of Particular Thought” (Phil Quarterly 2010).

*Shoemaker, “Causality and Properties” (pp. 206-233)
B. Phenomenology of Spirit, Force and the Understanding (79-90)
Stewart, Ch. 4, §3 (pp. 79-103)
May 13
Force and the Understanding, cont.
A. Watkins, “Understanding Force and the Understanding,” B (Part I)


B. Phenomenology of Spirit, Force and the Understanding, cont. (90-100)
May 20
Force and the Understanding, cont.
A. Watkins, “Understanding Force and the Understanding,” B (Part II)
*Emundts, ch. 4 (pp. 1-77)

B. Phenomenology of Spirit, Force and the Understanding, cont. (100-103)
May 27
Self-consciousness

A. Phenomenology of Spirit, The Truth of Self-Certainty (104-111)

#B. Pippin, Hegel on Self-Consciousness (pp. 1-97)

*Jenkins, “Hegel on Desire” (JHP)

June 3
Self-consciousness, cont.
A. Phenomenology of Spirit, Lordship and Bondage (111-119)
#B. Neuhouser, “Deducing Desire and Recognition in the Phenomenology of Spirit” (JHP)
A indicates material to be discussed in the first half of class

B indicates material to be discussed in the second half of class

* indicates recommended reading
# indicates that material should have a presentation
All readings other than the Phenomenology of Spirit will be made available
Requirements

* attendance

* participation in class discussion (based on careful reading of assigned texts)

* one (or two) brief (ten-minute) presentations of secondary literature: The presentations should i) state as concisely as possible the main features of the reading (e.g., the claims and arguments made) and ii) raise specific questions for discussion.
* reading and bringing to bear on class discussion one or two larger secondary sources

* one brief (1-2 page) proposal for term paper

* one term paper (ca. 15 pages) Approval of term paper topics is required by then end of 8th week, since I may be able to point out relevant secondary literature and/or help in formulating the issue. Term paper is due on June 14th.
Special Secondary Sources
Brandom, A Spirit of Trust (unpublished ms., 2004)
Emundts, Erfahren und Erkennen: Hegels Theorie der Wirklichkeit, Habil. 2009 (Klostermann, 2012)
Hyppolite, Jean, The Genesis and Structure of Hegel’s Phenomenology of Spirit (Northwestern, UP 1974)
Pippin, Hegel’s Idealism: The Satisfactions of Self-Consciousness (CUP, 1989)
Sedgwick, Hegel’s Critique of Kant (OUP, 2011)
Stewart, Jon, The Unity of Hegel’s Phenomenology of Spirit: A Systematic Interpretation (Northwestern UP 2000)
Other Secondary Sources

Karl Ameriks, “Hegel’s Critique of Kant’s Theoretical Philosophy,” Philosophy and Phenomenological Research 45 (1985): 1-35.

Fred Beiser, Hegel, Routledge, 2005
William Bristow, Hegel and the Transformation of Philosophical Critique, OUP 2007

Michael Forster, Hegel’s Idea of a ‘Phenomenology of Spirit’, University of Chicago Press, 1998.

Fulda / Henrich, Materialien zu Hegels”Phänomenologie des Geistes” Surhkamp, 1973
Terry Pinkard, Hegel: A Biography, CUP 2000
Pippin, Hegel on Self-Consciousness, Princeton UP, 2011
Paul Redding, Analytic Philosophy and the Return of Hegelian Thought, CUP 2007

Soll, Ivan, An Introduction to Hegel’s Metaphysics, University of Chicago Press, 1969
Robert Stern, The Routledge Guide to Hegel’s Phenomenology of Spirit, Routledge 2002.
Charles Taylor, Hegel, CUP 1977

Kenneth Westphal, Hegel’s Epistemology, Hackett 2003
